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VI DAGAR GUIDELINES

”VI-dagarsrutan” — viktiga allménna riktlinjer For mer utforlig information se Generell
information om VI-dagar pa hh.se

- Under VI-dagarna utfors ingen formell VFU-handledning eller bedomning. Studenten
tranar pa lararyrket 1 arbetslaget och ar kopplad till fler 4n handledaren pa skolan.

- Under VI-dagarna har studenten ansvar for att inhdmta underlag till en uppgift i kursen
pa hogskolan. Tiden for insamlingen av underlag motsvarar max 1,5h under tva dagar
och utfors med fordel 1 det naturliga motet med verksamheten. Vid svarigheter med
uppgiften kontaktas kursansvarig pa Hogskolan.

- Under varje VI-dagsomgang (tva dagar) genomfors ett seminarium pa dvningsskolan
dar samtliga studenter deltar (ca 2h). Seminariet ar ett utforskande samtal dér
studenterna &r aktiva. Fran och med ar 2 ingér dven filmanalys.

- Ovningsskolans lokala VFU-ledare rapporterar studentens genomforda VI-dagar till
Hogskolan via Box.

e Week 47: Tuesday 19 & Wednesday 20 November
e Week 50: Thursday 12 & Friday 13 December

As with EN2072 (English 1), the watchword for your English VI-dagar during EN4039 (English )
is, quite simply, to "Teach in English through Thick and Thin”. This means that we would like
you to take as many opportunities as possible to teach, and to teach in English. These
opportunities can be small ones, from a task that takes a few minutes to a whole lesson, and from
working with a whole class to working with a single student. You can use English in all kinds of
lessons, not just those that are designated as ‘English’ ones. For example, you could surprise your
students by getting them do a related task in English in the middle of a Swedish or maths lesson,
give instructions in English in a PE lesson, have a conversation in English with a student(s) in the
playground or at lunch, or teach them a playground game in English. Of course, you could also get
them to do a kind of “English is all around us” task. If possible, try and observe a number of

English classes too (it can be at levels other than Ak4-6).




Of course, each of your VI-dagar experience and teaching opportunities will be different depending
on the context of the school in which you are placed. We are very well aware that for some of you,
no or little English may be taught in your class on the days that you are there, while others have
oodles of opportunities. So, please do not worry or stress if your opportunities are minimal, you will
NOT be penalized for it. In general, the teachers are behind you and keen for you to take risks,
challenge yourselves, be pro-active, try out ideas and maximize the tiniest opportunities for
teaching English. However, do keep in mind that the school and teachers must also go about their
day to day business with specific goals that have to be achieved, and tasks carried out, so be
respectful and mindful at all times, and do not be disappointed if you do not get to try out all that

you had hoped within English!

After each of your VI days, your task is to feedback to the rest of the class by exchanging stories

of experiences, and also to write a reflection on your experience.

These reflections will eventually form part of the work you will be doing for your WRITTEN
ASSIGNMENT; which you will receive further instructions for. As part of the written assignment,
you need to tell us a little bit about the school itself, what you did during your time there, the
situation regarding the teaching of English, and the classes you are involved with. You also need to
reflect on what you did (or didn’t do) with regards to teaching (planning, execution, resources,

student reaction, joys, frustrations etc.) or observation of English.

You will be free to cover as many aspects of English teaching as you want to, but in the
assignment, we will expect you to focus on one aspect that you found not to work very well. In

other words, you need to identify a pedagogical problem. It can be a big problem or an area

where there is simply some room for improvement. Why do you think this problem
occurred/occurs? Is it a common problem when teaching English in 4-6? How does it relate to the
theoretical/didactic literature? How does it relate to the curriculum? What are some alternative

ways to try to solve the problem?

If you do not have an opportunity to observe or have a go at teaching English during the VI days,
then don’t worry and just write in more detail about what you did do/teach instead. You could also

tell us about other experiences you might have had to observe or teach English.

If any of you need extra inspiration for things to write about, you could also find the answers to
some of the questions overleaf (and feel free to come up with other ones). The answers can be
found out either through observation in the classroom or within the general school environment
(which means you need to become an active watcher, listener, and observer), or you can ask the
teachers, other members of staff and the students the questions directly. Thus, during your VI-
dagar period, your aim is to become both a participatory observer who takes notes in oral or written

form, and a researcher who uses interview techniques to gather data. If you don’t get a chance to



teach any English lessons over the VI dagar period, then, as said earlier, don’t stress, just find time

to observe and ask some questions!

SEMINARS

Do not forget that during each set of Vi days, you must attend a 2-hour-ish seminar together
with your Lokal VFU-ledare. During the seminar, you will have the chance to discuss and explore

the teaching of English in more depth. You will be encouraged to bring up questions about the
teaching of English in general, or with regards to what you have taken part in, or observed in
your VFU school. From Year 2, there will also be opportunities to analyse films of teaching in
practice. And, of course, it will also be an opportunity for you to start thinking
about/identifying a pedagogical problem for you to examine in the written task in order to

come up with a practical intervention for a future English VFU.

APPENDIX

General Question
a.  When & how much English is taught in years 4-62 Who decides when it should be introduced? What is the
reasoning behind when it is introduced, & how much time is given to it per week?

Questions on the teacher’s own development as a teacher of English
a.  Who gets to teach English? All teachers in 4-6? Why, why not? If all teachers are expected to teach it, how do they

feel about doing so? If there are specialist teachers of English, why did those teachers decide to teach that subject, in

particular? What was their own experience of learning English?
b. What kind of opportunities do the teachers get for their own development as teachers of English?

c.  With regards to having students on VI dagar at the school in English the past few years, what kind of effect have
they had on the English lessons, if any?

Questions on communication in the classroom
a.  What kind of atmosphere is created in the classroom, how is it achieved, what do the teachers do?
b.  What is the layout of the classroom like? How do the students use the space?
c.  Who gets to speak in class? Who participates? How? When? Where? How long?
d.  How do the teachers work with differentiation and individualisation? Have you seen any good examples?

e. Is there a difference between the way the teacher approaches the subject depending on the orientation of the class

or level (for example: F-6?)

f.  What language is used by the teacher in the Classroom (Swedish/English?) Are they used in equal amounts?
When/how/why are they used?



Questions on the Policy Documents
a.  How does the teacher use the national curriculum for English? Does it hinder or help? Why? Why not? How?

Questions on the content
a.  What kind of materials does the teacher use & how often — textbooks, their own material, media? Why? If they use

(a) specific textbooks, jot down the details.
b. Do the learners get to read any English literature? If yes, what, why, when & how? If not, why not?

c. What kind of content is focused on — Language? Topics? Literature? Culture? Skills? Why? How much of a lesson

is devoted to each of the four skills and to grammar/vocabulary/pronunciation and other language systems? Etc.
d.  How many, how often and what kind of English writing tasks do the learners get to work on?
e. Do the learners get to explicitly work on strategies? If yes, what kind of things are they made aware of, or work on?
f.  Are any other ‘subject’ lessons (maths, history etc.) taught in English at all? If yes, why? If not, why not?

g. Is there a shape to each lesson? Does it consist of a number of unconnected tasks or are there a number of cohesive

steps that build on each other? Does one lesson connect to the next?
h.  How does the teacher get the students interested in the topics worked on?

i.  How effectively does the teaching of /resources for English in the school fit with the curriculum?

Questions on Assessment
a.  When and how do the teachers assess their pupils in English?

b. What kind of assessments are undertaken during the terms?

c. What does a National test in English consist oft How are the pupils prepared for them? How do they feel about

them?
d.  How easy/difficult/problematic is it to assess the pupils and why?

Question to the Students
a. What are their feelings about learning English? What do they do in English outside the classroom? For example,
what literature do they personally read in English? Find out specific titles. Do the students choose it themselves or
do they only read what the teacher suggests /demands? Do they listen to music, watch television in English, have
pen pals, play computer games etc.? How, what and why do they do it?

b. To what extent is each individual really challenged to use their English? How is this achieved?
Questions to yourself
a.  How does the teaching of English in §k4-6 in the VI school compare to your own experience?

b. What do you think your English classroom/lessons will look like? What do you think is best practice for the
teaching of English?

As noted earlier, you will eventually need to use your reflections from the Vi days, and reflections on/references
from the reading to create your written assignment, which will not be handed in until the end of term. So make
sure you save time by writing up the reflections & doing the reading as you go along! Do not leave to the last

minute.
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